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If there is such a thing as a 
fairy Godfather, we had one at 
B.F. Jones Memorial Library 
and his name was Benjamin 
Franklin Jones.  

Today, Mr. Jones greets every 
Library visitor from his stun-
ning bronze statue in the lobby 
of the Library.  This pioneer of 
the Iron and Steel industry was 
born in August  of 1824 in 
Claysville, Pennsylvania. His  
family moved to New Brighton, 
Pennsylvania when he was a 
child and he graduated from 
New Brighton Academy.  

Mr. Jones had his first job with 
a packet boat company, and 
due to his strong work ethic he 
was quickly promoted and he 
was on his way to bigger 
things. He partnered with 
James Laughlin and they 
formed J&L Steel in 1851. 

As the mill grew, so did the 
need for workers.  Thus   
began an influx of immigrant 
workers from around the 
world. This created a serious 
need for housing and ser-
vices. The mill owners began 
a building program that was  

 

amazing, building houses at a 
record pace.  The need for 
stores and recreational facili-
ties soon created a town that 
grew to a population of 
29,000.  

The influx of workers from so 
many countries made the 
town a true melting pot of 
ethnic diversity that contin-
ues to this day.   

Mr. Jones developed a true 
kinship with the town that he 
helped to build.  When he died 
in 1903, his eldest daughter, 
Mrs. Elisabeth Horne, decided 
to build a lasting memorial to 
honor her father. She chose a 
library because it could be  

 

used by people of all ages, 
races and creeds.  

Recently the staff of B.F. Jones 
Memorial Library had the 
pleasure of welcoming a group 
of Mr. Jones’ descendants to 
tour their beautiful family lega-
cy.  It became a day of mutual 
respect and thanks.  

The group appreciated the 
obvious tender loving care 
given to this magnificent  
building for nearly eight     

decades, and the staff was able 
to say thank you for the privi-
lege of meeting so many of Mr. 
Jones’ descendants! 

The library is listed on the Na-

tional Register of Historic Plac-

es, which is quite an honor, 

but to the people of Aliquippa, 

it is the jewel in our crown of 

history.  It is truly the gift that 

keeps on giving.  Thank you 

Mrs. Horne for your wisdom 

and generosity from the peo-

ple of the town that steel built. 

                    -Marian Zinkham  
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As usual, it was a whirlwind summer at the Library!                               
Along with the Summer Reading Program which is offered for     
all ages, we also hosted programs and special events to all the 
members of our community.                                                                                     
We kicked-off the season with a Summer Field Day which included 
a special visit from Ronald McDonald who dazzled our families 
with a magic and comedy show!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We moved into the summer with our weekly BabyGarten  and     
Preschool Storytime programs, which help to build  pre and early 
literacy skills in children up to age 6.                                                             
Along with our weekly preschool programs, we hosted Family Play 
and Jitterbugs, during our Storytime breaks.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school age children enjoyed game days, afternoon movies, 
seasonal arts and crafts, and Wednesday Challenge, a STEAM pro-
gram geared to hands-on exploration.  We were also pleased to 
partner with several educational groups who brought their pro-
graming to the youth in our community!  

In our Children’s Department we hosted, Science in the Summer 
with the Carnegie Science Center, Health Rocks from Beaver 
County 4H, and Preschool Ballet with The Mancini Academy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mancini Academy also brought an acting an improv class to 
the tweens and teens our community! This class gave our youth 
the chance to learn the basics of acting and self expression 
through  verbal and physical communication.  

Our tweens and teens also  had to opportunity to participate in 
Art Cart, Monday Minecraft, Banking 101, Writing with Sandy, and 
hands-on slime workshops! We were also fortunate to receive a 
continuation grant from the Pennsylvania Humanities Council 
which funded our summer Teen Reading Lounge program.          

Our Teen Reading Lounge group began working on a teen written 
and illustrated newsletter, participated in a writing workshop 
with author Wendi Dikec, a youth advocacy workshop with coun-
selor Jennifer Honess, and an arts and expression workshop with 
Pamela Rossi—Keen. Our teens also did great work on our commu-
nity service project, where they helped run our end of summer 
celebration at the Library!     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The summer wrap-up began with our Summer Celebration       
Carnival in August. Thanks to  generous donations from our regu-
lar patrons, we were able to offer our Summer Reading partici-
pants games, crafts, bouncy houses, prizes, and a  catered lunch 

with cookies and snacks! We 
would like to thank everyone 
who offered their time and 
talent to making this summer 
one of our best yet!  

Thank you also to the people 
of our community who offer 
their support by participating 
in our programs and events. 
Without you, we couldn’t do 
what we love to do!         
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   We partner with several local organiza-

tions to provide part-time and temporary 

staffing at the Library. Every year 

throughout the summer months we have 

the opportunity to partner with Job 

Training of Beaver County to give high 

school and college students job experi-

ence.  

   This summer, Job Training sent us 3 

amazing young ladies, Taren, Auriaun, 

and Rakiah. Along with assisting in circu-

lation duties, our ladies also helped with 

summer events, the Free Summer Lunch 

program, collection maintenance, PR and 

marketing. We are pleased to be able to 

utilize this partnership through one of 

the library’s busiest times of the year.  

   Here’s what Auriaun had to say about 

her experience with Job Training: 

   The Job Training program is dedicated 

to helping people. It makes all sorts of 

great resources accessible to people who 

are looking to better themselves. Since 

joining the Job Training program my 

senior year of high school, I’ve been met 

with all sorts of great help. I’ve received 

support from this program in the form of 

gift cards, employment, and book sti-

pends since joining.  

   When I hit a milestone, even as simple 

as registering for classes, I am rewarded 

by Job Training in some way. It really 

reminds me that any step I take is a step 

forward. 

   When you walk into the Job Training 

site at Beaver Valley Mall, the first thing 

you see is board filled with programs and 

resources that are available. That board 

really makes you realize what an amaz-

ing program Job Training truly is. Job 

Training is available to high school and 

college students as well as job seekers 

who are just looking for employment and 

support.  

   I would recommend anyone who is 

eligible to look into joining the Job 

Training Program. It’s an incredible local 

resource that is willing to help in any 

way they can with amazing people run-

ning it! It has definitely helped me on 

my journey and I’m positive that it has 

helped countless other people too!  

Our library is grateful to David Yeager and his wife    

Susan Yeager and to Erika Yeager Rossiter  and her fami-

ly for their generous donation of computers and equip-

ment in August of this year.  

David Yeager graduated from Aliquippa High School in 

1968. He attended Ohio State University and graduated 

in 1972. He has had numerous businesses in the Colum-

bus, Ohio area and is currently owner of Yeager Real 

Estate in the Columbus area, where he is involved in 

numerous local philanthropic activities. He is married to 

Susan Yeager who works as a nurse and is very involved 

with charities in the Columbus area. 

Erika Rossiter graduated from Aliquippa High School in 

1970, and from West Virginia University with a BSW in 

Social Work. She worked for the Bureau of Employment 

Security as an Employment Interviewer for over ten 

years until 1987, and in 1994 moved to North Potomac, 

Maryland. Her son Max Rossiter has also donated funds 

for our computer upgrade. Erika is married to William D. 

Rossiter Jr.  

 

 

Erika’s and David’s parents were Milton and Lillian 

Yeager who lived in Aliquippa from 1949 until 1995, 

where they owned Leroy’s Jewelers until 1980.  

Milton Yeager served in the Navy during World War II as 

a Chief Petty Officer. Lillian Yeager graduated from the 

PA College of Optometry in 1937 and was a practicing 

optometrist while co-owning the jewelry story with her 

husband.  

David and Erika and their family will be honored at our 

After Hours event on October 14, at which time a 

plaque will be dedicated to the entire family for their 

generosity. Our library’s technology will be current for 

many years to come because of their support!  
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