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This summer the B.F. 
Jones Memorial Library 
worked in collaboration 
with Lillie Leonardi and 
Gina Masciola to host a 
series of teen workshops, 
entitled, “Telling Your 
Story”, which focused on 
arts education. One pur-
pose of the workshops was 
to provide a pilot program 
for WQED to provide out-
reach to teens.  

Gina Masciola of WQED has 
an extensive background 
in the communications and 
education fields. She is 
the Manager of WQED Edu-
cation Projects.  Gina be-
gan her career as a class-
room teacher/early learn-
ing consultant for Head 
Start.  

Gina served with the Alle-
gheny Intermediate 
Unit for 15 years as an 
early learning consultant, 
She worked closely with 
parents and childcare pro-
viders. Her classroom ex-
perience has been diverse, 
taking her from early in-
tervention classrooms to 
high school child develop-
ment programs.   

 

 

 

Gina holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Child Develop-
ment and Family Relations 
from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, and has 
done post graduate study 

in Early Childhood Educa-
tion and Early Intervention 
at The University of Pitts-
burgh. She holds a PA in-
structional certificate in 
Pre-Kindergarten and Kin-
dergarten education. Since 
joining the education team 
four years ago, Gina has 

managed several projects 
including the WQED Writ-
ers Contest, Inquire With-
in, IQ Smartparent, IQ Kids 
Radio, and Musical Kids. 

Author Lillie Leonardi 
partnered with the Library 
and Gina Masciola to facili-
tate the workshops. 

 

Lillie’s first career was in 
law enforcement, becom-
ing the lead law enforce-
ment official on two col-
lege campuses in Pitts-
burgh and serving as the 
first female officer with 
the Arnold, Pennsylvania 
police department. A ca-
reer with the FBI followed, 
leading to her role as pri-
mary liaison to the United 
States Humanitarian Re-
sponse Team that played a 
crucial role  after the trag-
ic Flight 93 crash on 9/11.  

She transitioned to writ-
ing, publishing a book 
about being a first re-
sponder during 9/11 and 
books that share her life-
long spiritual journey. She 
is the founder and organiz-
er of “Passages and Prose” 
which has offered arts and 
literacy programming since 
2015. Gina and Lilli will 
collaborate with the li-
brary again in the fall, 
with the multimedia pro-
gram; “Telling Your Family 
Story”. This program will 
be a multigenerational 
program, geared toward 
encouraging families to 
find creative ways to tell 
their family history and 
life experiences.  
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This spring, the library hosted a 
Community Carnival with the sup-
port of our Teen Reading Lounge 
group and our TRL facilitator, 
Jennifer Honess. Our teens had 
the opportunity to help plan, prep 
and host the carnival, fulfilling 
their community engagement re-
quirement for the winter/spring 
round of TRL.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our teens invited numerous com-
munity organizations and nonprof-
it groups to participate in our car-
nival. These organizations and 
groups provided family friendly 
activities as well as free food for 
all who attended the carnival. We 

were thrilled to have so many  
local organizations participating! 
Some of our participants were, 
the local chapter of the NAACP, 
Uncommon Grounds Café, Equip 
Books, Aliquippa Impact, Commu-
nity Celebration, Aliquippa Fire 
Department, The Franklin Center, 

and Marlon Gist Studio, to name a 
few.  

We are pleased to announce that 
our Teen Reading Lounge grant 
has been renewed for 2018-2019. 
This will give us the funds to con-
tinue our TRL group as well as 
provide addition teen programing 
funds!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to making our 
carnival an annual event to kick 
off the summer season. If you 
would like be part of our 2019 
Community Carnival, please    
contact the library today!   

Local legislators, dignitaries, and 
library advocates gathered at B.F. 
Jones Memorial Library on Sep-
tember 19 at 6:30 pm, for a grand 
opening and ribbon cutting cere-
mony of the library’s new digital 
media lab. 

Some of the equipment now avail-
able to the public in the digital 
media lab include 27” iMac com-
puters, a full HD camera and mi-
crophones. The lab can be used 
for podcasting, video production 
and photography and graphic de-
sign. GarageBand and iMovie are 
available on the iMacs, as is GIMP, 
graphic design software.  

The Media Lab was one of the pro-
jects funded by The Aliquippa Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, 
AEDC, a 501 (c) (3) community  

 

development corporation commit-
ted to the rejuvenation of the City 
of Aliquippa for the benefit and 
welfare of the City's residents.  
Through the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Community and Economic 
Development Neighborhood Assis-
tance Program, the AEDC was ap-
proved in 2017 for a Neighborhood 
Partnership Program (NPP), a tax 
credit assistance program.  BNY 
Mellon committed to AEDC a con-
tribution of $500,000 per year for 
six years to carry out projects and 
activities in the City under the 
NPP.  

The Lab is a great space for school 
groups, clubs and local organiza-
tions to learn media skills and to 
work on projects. Digital media 
lab manager is Michael Snyder.  

Michael started out as a freelanc-
er helping clients to launch new 
businesses. Local Pittsburgh talent 
created demo reels or modeling 
portfolios and even produced, 
shot or directed indie short and 
feature length films. His contin-
ued efforts lead to working on 
Hollywood productions such as 
"Unstoppable", "Out of the Fur-
nace", and "Dark Knight Rises". 
Michael landed a full time position                  

 

 

 

 

 

with a local Pittsburgh tech 
startup shooting tech demos, 
product photography, and graphic 
design. Since then, Michael has 
focused his efforts on design and 
currently works as a user experi-
ence designer for Dick's Sporting 
Goods. 
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Because of its standing in the 
community and connection to   
B F Jones, the B F Jones Memo-
rial Library has become the re-
pository for significant and his-
torical documents.  

These records include the per-
sonal correspondence of B F 
Jones, a Pittsburgh steel mag-
nate in the late 1880’s, who was 
personal friends with many of 
the major industrialists of the 
time, including Andrew Carne-
gie. Some of his papers include 

telegraphs from Teddy Roose-
velt’s White House Chief of Staff 
when Mr. Jones was head of the 
National Republican party re-
questing his immediate presence 
in Washington.  

The library also has original doc-
uments pertaining to the con-
struction of the building. Be-
cause of Mrs. Horne’s influence,  

 

many of the architects, artisans 
and artists who contributed to 
the building of the library were 
well known and accomplished 

artists of their time. The library 
is registered as a National His-
toric Landmark partly due to the    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

historical significance of the peo-
ple involved in the construction 
of the library.  

There are also various historical 
documents and photographs of 
the construction of Aliquippa. 

Jones & Laughlin documented  
all the construction with photo-
graphs and in 1929, the compa-
ny photographed all the proper-
ty belonging to them at the 
time. The library has the original 
brochure that was advertised to 
promote the new community. 
Photographs recording the build-
ing of the homes and parts of 
the mill are also in the library’s 
possession.   

If you have an interest in these 
documents, you can arrange 
with the Reference librarian to 
view them at a scheduled time. 
Although not all documents are 
available for public perusal, the 
library is currently seeking fund-
ing to digitize and preserve 
these artifacts.  

The Library is planning events and programs for all ages in 2019!                                                            

If you’re interested in participating in planning or fundraising for                                                            

our celebrations, please let us know!                                                                                        

Please send an email to Ann Andrews, Library Director, at aandrews@beaverlibraries.org 
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