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In 2017 we received the
WQED Inquire Within grant.
This grant is designed to
support our children’s
services through materials
that promote popular PBS
Kids characters while engaging children to explore
literacy and STEM activities. With this grant we
have hosted numerous
programs and events!
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This family program was
geared toward making and
creating with a Halloween
theme! We had spook
snacks, creepy crafts, maker challenges and a special
screening of Arthur’s
Haunted Treehouse,
provided by WQED.

The Inquire Within also
provided us with six preloaded tablets, featuring
early literacy and STEM
games. With these tablets,
we hosted a series of
coding programs for chil-

dren, ages 5-10. We used
the app PBS Kid’s Scratch
Jr. to introduce the concept of coding in a fun and
interactive platform.

Along with family and
school age programs, we
also featured the Inquire
Within grant in our
preschool and toddler
storytime programs.

B.F. Jones hosts an annual
birthday party honoring the WQED supplied our families
life and work of Dr. Seuss. with coloring pages and
This year, WQED provided
us with adorable props for
our photo booth, Seussian
activity pages and craft
materials!
craft materials featuring
some of our favorite PBS
characters and shows, such
as; Daniel Tiger, Dinosaur
Train and Bob the Builder.
Our program also featured
readings from our special
guest, A’Frica Sheppard
and our children’s staff.
We were also pleased to
have two of our teens,
Victoria and Nicholas sing
songs from Seussical!

Watch for more WQED
events, coming later this
year. Remember to mark
your calendar for Saturday,
Aril 21 at 1:00 pm, we will
be participating in Be My
Neighbor Day, honoring
the life and work of Mr.
Rogers.
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The past months at the library have
been chock-full of programing and
events for all ages! From musical
performances to STEM activities we
have covered it all.
It takes many dedicated staff members and volunteers of all ages to
keep our programing going!

Hopewell High School auditorium,
benefited the library and the
Hopewell High School music
program.

From hot chocolate and donuts,
The Friends also generously donated crafts and music, to the traditional
funds and volunteered their time
reading of The Polar Express, this
event is sure to please all ages.
Along with our special events, the
Friends also generously donated
gifts to the children in our
Preschool and Toddler Storytime
programs.

We would like to thanks our dedicated Friends group for sponsoring
two of our fabulous, holiday programs; Polar Express Family Night
and Holly Jolly Holiday Concert.
Our Holly Jolly Holiday Concert
featured some amazing, locally and
nationally recognized talent: Bailey
Taylor, Hermie Granati, The Tyler
Filmore Band, B. C. Taylor, Dan
Bubien, Dan Taylor, Joe Marcello,
David Bufalini, Jeff Davis, Kelsey
Steele, John Fogg (Horns).
The concert, which was held in the

We are pleased to announce that
through a grant from the
Pennsylvania Humanities Council,
we have been able to continue our
Teen Reading Lounge program
through spring and summer of
2018!

This grant gives us the ability to
design a program with incentives,
outside presenters and free books
for every participant.

for our Polar Express Family Night,
helping to continue one of our
favorite, holiday traditions!
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The children in these programs each
received individual bags of holiday
treats and Christmas books, when
they attended our holiday storytime
programs in December.

If you are interested in joining our
Polar Express is an evening filled
Friends group or volunteering at
with holiday magic! Every child who special events, contact the library
attends the event receives a gift
today!
which includes special treats and a

Aliquippa Impact, a nonprofit
organization which serves underprivileged youth, with afterschool
tutoring, mentorship and summer
activities.

programs: Summer Celebration,
After Hours Nerf Wars,
Holiday Open House 2017 and
Gingerbread Challenge.

In our partnership, we invited
teens in Aliquippa Impact’s
afterschool program to join us in
reading the book Wonder by R.J.
Palacio.
Teen Reading Lounge also helped
us to launch our Teen Advisory
Group in October, 2017. TAG
meets twice a month and helps
plan and implement programing for
the teen and children’s departments.

In our third year of with Teen
Reading Lounge the program’s popularity continues to grow, pulling
in teens and tweens in grades 5th
through 12th.
This year we have also had the
opportunity to partner with

book, and they also have to chance
to visit with our very special guests,
Santa and Mrs. Clause!

Our TAG has helped in the planning
and implementing of the following

This group also gives our teens an
opportunity to log their volunteer
hours to fulfill high school and
future college requirements .
The teens in our TAG are dedicated
to volunteering and helping out in
our community. We can’t wait to
see what our teens come up with
next!
If you or someone you know are
interested in joining our TRL or
TAG groups contact the library
today!
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make fun and exciting sequences
with music, motion, and lights.
Beebots make coding easy for
kindergarten and school age children to input a string of code and
watch it playout, in a fun and interactive way.
Our children’s department has made
some exciting new additions to our
STEM and STEAM collection!
These toys teach children, of all
ages, the basics of coding in a fun
and user friendly way.

Codapillers, are geared to toddlers
and preschoolers, helping them
learn how to link pieces together to

The B.F. Jones Memorial Library is
able to provide storytimes, early literacy programs, and STEM learning,
teen writing and reading workshops,
free computer access, and much
more due to our donors at all levels.
Some of our loyal donors include
the P.M. Moore Foundation and the
Gladwood Foundation who support
us faithfully every year.
The P.M. Moore Foundation grant
allows the library to provide programming and services for the families in
our area, and support our collection
of children’s books, magazines, audio
books and DVDs.

and programing. These robots have
attachments and several challenging
apps to expand the learning experience.

Squishy Circuits and Snap Circuits
are tools for learning the basics of
electrical circuitry. School age children have the opportunity to follow
planned experiments as well as
Cubetto guides preschoolers and
building their own experiments and
school age children through a coding learning through trial and error.
obstacle course, which can then be
turned into a storyboard.
We are always excited to offer the
children in our community new and
We have also had the opportunity to exciting way to learn and discover!
invite special presenters in, like
Michael Able, a software engineer,
to teach our children more
advanced, coding techniques.
School age children use our Dash
and Dot robots and Sphero along
with our iPads to learn about coding

We’re thankful for our friends from
the Gladwood Foundation who support children’s services at the library.
Their interest in helping the youth in
our community creates possibilities
for young children to experience
learning and literacy before they enter Kindergarten, and it helps our
staff provide resources and tools for
parents and care providers.
Their gift also helps students who
come to the library by themselves
and use the library’s tablets and computers, volunteer to help out at the
library, meet with a tutor, participate
in a program, discover leisure reading
for the first time, and meet with
friends, all in an inviting and safe
space.

Families come to our library to read,
socialize with others, play with toys,
and use our early learning computers. We also thank Portnoff Law AssociThere are programs always available
ates for their generosity, through tax
for all ages, from birth to teens.

forgiveness, in allowing the transfer
of property on 682 Franklin Avenue to
the B.F. Jones Memorial Library.
Their support of the Aliquippa community helps improve the future of
development on Franklin Avenue.
We’re grateful to so many of you for
supporting our fundraising events, for
volunteering, for being a library partner, and for your gifts to the library.
You’re making a difference to one
child or family at a time, and the
time you have taken to help is a
priceless gift.
Please let us know your thoughts and
ideas on how we can grow and offer
more to our community, we always
want to do more!
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Phone: 724-375-2900
Fax: 724-375-3274

Visit us on the web!
www.beaverlibraries.org/aliquippa.asp

www.facebook.com/bfjones15001
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