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Happy Birthday B.F. Jones 
Memorial Library! The Li-
brary began its 90th year with 
a celebration on February 1 
attended by Aliquippa Mayor 
Dwan Walker, Commissioner 
Sandie Egley and State Rep. 
Rob Matzie. The ceremony 
marked the date of February 
1, 1929 when the library 
opened to the public, after 
construction began on the 
building in 1927. 

Our History                       

On July 18, 1927, ground was 
broken for the library at the 
behest of Elisabeth Horne, 
daughter of B.F. Jones and a 
member through marriage of 
the Horne department store 
family. Elisabeth engaged 
foremost artisans of the time 
such as architect Brandon 
Smith, New York sculptor 
Robert Aitken and Oscar 
Bach, metalwork artist whose 
work can be found in Rocke-
feller Center, Chrysler Build-
ing and Empire State Build-
ing. More information on the 
architectural details of the 
building can be found on the 
library website, 
www.beaverlibraries.org/
aliquippa.asp. The B.F. Jones 
Memorial Library is a Na-
tional Historic Site. 

Still a Lot That’s New at 90 

Recently two properties ac-
quired by the library were 
razed for the creation of a 

parking lot with landscaped 
borders and a vegetable gar-
den. Our library users will 
have additional parking, and 
our community’s young peo-
ple will have a space to learn 
about growing things. 

A Media Lab was completed 
last year, thanks to a grant 
from the Aliquippa Economic 
Development Corporation, 
and contains iMacs, an HD 
camera and microphones for 
podcasting, video production 
and graphic design. Media 
Lab manager Michael Snyder 
plans workshops for all ages, 
and on May 18 the library is 
hosting an event called 
“Beaver County Voices” dur-
ing Remake Learning Days 
Across America with an op-
portunity for community 
members to tour the lab and 
to learn how to create a pod-
cast. The library is currently 
seeking funding to purchase 
more furniture and equipment 
for the lab, and is looking to 
engage young artists in creat-
ing art for the white walls of 
the space. 

Care and Maintenance of a 
90-Year Old Building 

Where to start? There are 
plans underway to replace the 
HVAC system with a more 
efficient one. The library is 
always looking to make im-
provements. A few years ago 
the beautiful iron fencing 
around the library was      

restored by the Pittsburgh 
Area Artist Blacksmiths   
Association and Steel Weld-
ing. The library’s roof was 
replaced and the front steps 
were repaired in 2016. 

Currently, the library is plan-
ning a project to improve 
storm drainage in the back of 
the library. With the summer 
thunderstorms come a large 
volume of storm runoff and 
there are improvements to our 
water drainage system that 
need to be made to maintain 
such a beautiful and historic 
building. If you haven’t been 
to the library, it’s a must see 
when you’re in the area. If 
you haven’t visited in a long 
time, come back and see 
what’s new and what you 
remember. 

One Thing Has Not 
Changed 

The library is an achievement 
of the people of our commu-
nity and the board and staff 
are so proud to serve every-
one whether it’s talking about 
favorite books, reading to 
children, helping job seekers, 
or providing a gathering 
space for the community. It’s 
been an amazing 90 years. 
And looking to the future, 
B.F. Jones Memorial Library 
looks to the title of the Dr. 
Seuss book for inspiration Oh 
the Places You’ll Go! 
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The Library is planning events and programs for all ages in 2019!                                                                                        

If you’re interested in participating in planning or fundraising for                                                                                      

our celebrations, please let us know!                                                                                                                                                                             

Please send an email to Ann Andrews, Library Director, at aandrews@beaverlibraries.org 

In its fourth year, our Teen Reading 

Lounge program continues to gain 

steam! This program, which is funded 

through a grant from the Pennsylvania 

Humanities Council, brings books to 

life for tweens and teens in our com-

munity! With the enthusiastic help of 

our facilitator, Jennifer Honess, we are 

able to run two rounds of Teen Read-

ing Lounge, one winter/spring and one 

summer. This year we took our pro-

gram  a step farther and broke our 

group into two age ranges. This year 

instead of running a program that en-

compasses grades 5-12 we are running 

back-to-back sessions with one pro-

gram covering grades 5-8 and the  

other covering grades 9-12. This has 

helped us to focus our discussions and 

activities to be more age appropriate.  

 

Along with our regular Teen Reading 

Lounge program we also like to in-

clude additional projects through our 

grant. For the past two years we have 

collaborated with the  Aliquippa Im-

pact afterschool program . Last year 

we read the award winning book, 

“Wonder” by  R. J. Palacio and incor-

porated projects on kindness and in-

clusion. This year we worked with the 

Aliquippa Impact cohort groups on a 

biography project for Black History 

month.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each student chose a black leader or 

legend whom they felt made a positive 

impact on history. They used books 

from the “Who Was” series and creat-

ed either an individual or group pro-

ject from the information they learned.  

To pull their ideas together, they cre-

ated display boards which incorpo-

rated biographical information, inter-

esting facts, photographs and  artistic 

elements.  

On February 23, the students gathered 

at the library where they presented 

their projects to leaders from our com-

munity,   including Mayor Dwan 

Walker, Sam Gill, the city planner for 

Aliquippa and A’Frica Sheppard, the 

principal at Aliquippa Elementary.  

While the students presented their 

projects to our community leaders, 

Saturday Light Brigade recorded a 

podcast of their oral presentation and 

the conversations they had with our 

leaders about their project. 

We were most impressed with the 

students presentations as well as the 

loving encouragement they received 

from our leaders.  

Watch for a link to their podcast on 

our Facebook page!                   
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“A new generation strives to live, 

love, and work together.” This is 

the tagline of the Dr. Martin Luther 

King Celebration Committee, and 

an ideal shared by the staff of the 

B.F. Jones Memorial Library. A 

fixture in the Aliquippa community 

for ninety years – as of February 1, 

2019 – the Library has striven to be 

a haven of knowledge, diverse 

learning opportunities, and a safe 

space for the citizens of Aliquippa 

and its surrounding communities. 

Barbara Reddick Glover, as a re-

sult, nominated the Library’s Di-

rector Ann Andrews, Reference 

Librarian Cindy Murphy, and Chil-

dren’s Librarian Kristen Janci, for 

the organization’s 2019 Communi-

ty Service Award. The committee, 

in turn, recognized the nomination 

as a worthy one, and saw fit to se-

lect the Library’s staff as the 

Award’s 2019 recipient.               

On Sunday, January 20, at the com-

mittee’s Annual Youth & Commu-

nity Birthday Celebration - an 

evening of music, prayer, and fel-

lowship – Andrews, Murphy, and 

Janci were presented with the 

Award. In addition to the Commu-

nity Service Award, a number of 

local students, ranging in age from 

fourth to twelfth grades, whose 

essays on various aspects of Dr. 

King’s legacy were deemed note-

worthy by the Committee, received 

recognition. 

Also on hand to participate in the 

evening were the Beaver County 

Commissioners, State Representa-

tive Robert Matzie, and State Sena-

tor Elder Vogel. 

The Library staff would like to 

thank the Coordinator and 

Foundress of the Committee, Mrs. 

Eugenia Priest, the Committee’s 

current President, Elderess Mary 

Cuspard, and the Committee in its 

entirety, for their dedicated work in 

furthering the progress of Dr. 

King’s dream, and for the honor of 

being a part of that work. 

When the employees of the Quartz 

Quarry gather along with their fami-

lies, friends, and coworkers for the 

company's annual banquet, no one 

expects the evening to include the 

sudden death of one of their own - 

especially when it turns out that the 

death doesn't come as a result of 

natural causes! 

 

Join us for the inaugural Murder 

Mystery Night at B.F. Jones Memo-

rial Library on Saturday, April 27, 

2019, to find out whose number is 

up, and who had the motive to make 

it happen, as the world premiere of 

"Earthquakes and Aftershocks," by 

Pittsburgh playwright and Duquesne 

University graduate Eva Diodati, 

takes center stage.  

The evening will also include light 

appetizers, a cash bar (which will be 

serving a few specialty drinks named 

for the play's colorful cast of charac-

ters), and desserts.  

 

The performance will include audi-

ence participation and is an over 21 

event. Tickets are $35 and include 2 

drink tickets. 

 

Seating is limited, and reservations 

are required! Tickets are available at 

the Library's Circulation Desk and 

online.  

 

For any questions, please  contact 

the Library at 724-375-2900. 
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Visit us on the web! 
www.beaverlibraries.org/aliquippa.asp 
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