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 Every year we have an annual Fund Drive Letter Campaign.  In 2009, over $13,000 was donated to the operation 

of the library.  A BIG Thank You to all our annual supporters of this endeavor.  Your generous donation enables 

us to purchase materials, pay staff and pay the bills.  100% of the donation is used for funding the library.   Your 
continued support of our 2010 campaign through our fund letter is vital 
 
A Special Appreciation goes to The Big Beaver Falls Area School District, a major supporter of the library since its 
inception.  For over 100 years, it has contributed money for the operation of library service.  Today, they continue 
providing funding for the library even as they are facing challenges of their own.  They lend their support also by 
providing building maintenance expertise that has helped  us keep the running of this facility going smoothly.  We 
also thank our surrounding communities Big Beaver Borough, New Galilee Boro and Patterson Heights for their 
financial support.  The City of Beaver Falls has provided us with services to keep the area around us clean and 
safe.   
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C A R N E G I E  F R E E  L I B R A R Y  O F  B E A V E R  F A L L S  

          Library Literati  

Spring 2010    Volume 5 

 

State Funding Cuts Impacting your local library 

The 2010 budget for public libraries and statewide library services was severely cut.  The budget for 
services such as Power Library, Ask Here Pa and Interlibrary Loan was reduced by 73%.  This has greatly 
impacted the resources available to you.  The libraries of Beaver County and the County Library System 
lost $250,000.  This budget cut has impacted all the libraries, with reduced hours, reduced purchasing 
of materials, limited programs. At the Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls that cut is over $26,000.     
Around the state, figures are showing increase usage of libraries from 2008 to 2009:  Computer use up 
19%, Visits to the library 11% and Circulation 9%.  At Beaver Falls our overall increase has been 4% of 
services.     
Recently, Governor Ed Rendell released a preliminary budget for 2011 that again cuts library services 
by 2%.   The proposed budget provides a $354 million increase for the Basic Education (K-12) subsidy.  
Despite the seeming disconnect in Harrisburg between education and libraries, Pennsylvanians do con-
sider libraries a key element of education which deserves increased funding, not further cuts. The loss 
of POWER Library and other shared resources runs counterproductive to our state’s efforts to improve 
education.  
The most powerful voices on behalf of Pennsylvania libraries are the people who depend upon and be-
lieve in the value of good public library services! Please help us NOW by contacting Governor Rendell 
and your state legislators. Urge them to support increased funding for public libraries in Pennsylvania, 
not a decrease!  
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KATIEôS SENIOR PROJECT 

Katie Shablesky, from Big Beaver Falls High School designed her project for the 
library around the thought of Pay It Forward.  From this came Katie Collects—
Memories, Money and Momentum.  The idea was sending out letters to gradu-
ates of Beaver Falls and sharing her memories of the library with them.  The 
letter asks for others to share their memories of the library, make a donation 
to support the library and keep the momentum going by giving the letter to 
one of their school friends.   
 
Katie’s Project was very successful.  Her efforts raised $2798.  The money was 
used to paint one of the staff rooms and elevator areas on first and second 
floor as well as curtains for the children’s room to reduce heating costs.  The 
stories Katie collected will be posted on  the library’s facebook page and we 
encourage others to friend us and share their memories of the library.  

New shades recently installed in the chil-

drenôs room for energy efficiency 

!b¢Ihb¸ ϧ D!w¸Ω{ {9bIOR RPOJECT 
Anthony River and Gary Rose from Big Beaver Falls High School designing and 
building a new circulation desk for the library.  Under the guidance of their 
teacher Tim Liller, the students have designed and constructed the circulation 
desk.  The desk is 20 feet long with a section that is lower for children and  is 
handicapped accessible.  The desk installation will coincide with some other work 
that will refresh the main entrance.  Plans are underway for getting new carpeting 
and painting.   

BottomðView of the Stained Circula-

tion Desk that will be facing staff with-

out a counter top.  Topðsection  for 

handicapped accessibility stained with-

out the countertop or hardware.   

GENEVA COLLEGE τWhb!¢I!bΩ{ ϧ /hw9¸Ω{ {9bLhw twhW9/¢ 

 Jonathan Bacon and Corey Meyers, Geneva College seniors,  
focused their senior project on studying library facilities and  
providing possible renovation and restoration alternatives to the library board.  These engineer-
ing students, under the mentorship of Geneva professor Robert Liljestrand, conducted their 
study to better understand current conditions of the building and to provide a comparative 

analysis of restoration over rebuilding. They provided the board with several cost effective designs and alter-
native layouts.  Their project also served to encourage future engineering students to engage in community 
outreach and to show how engineers can improve society.  Jonathan and Corey also conducted a sociological 
survey as a class project to determine the importance of the role that the library plays in the community. 

WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ {ŜƴƛƻǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
Jonathan Bucci, a senior at Riverside High School, developed and 
taught sessions on Microsoft Office 2007 Word, Excel, One Note 
and Publisher.  He created the training materials for beginners, 
intermediate and advanced users.  The 45 minute sessions ex-
plained the new style of Office and using the ribbon, editing, formatting, creat-
ing a bibliography, doing spread sheets and much more.  He was able to pack a 
lot of useful information in the short time.  Those in attendance were grateful 
to have such a well versed student take them on a guided tour.     



Some technological changes have been taking 

place with the online catalog.  The libraries 

have been working with resources sharing and 

holds on material for the past year to improve 

this service to you.   

ORDERING A BOOK FROM HOMEñNow, when 

you search for material at home, you can re-

quest it without having to call your library.  Go 

to www.beaverlibraries.org; search the catalog 

for what you are looking for; there is a box at 

the bottom that says Request.  Click, type your 

name and barcode, where you want to pick it 

up and cancel if not filled by date.  A message 

will come up that says, òYour hold was success-

ful.ó  When the material become available, the 

library will call and you come pick it up. 

Canõt get to the library or phone to renew your 

materials?  Just go online to our website, get 

into the card catalog and click the renew but-

ton. You can renew items a maximum of twice. 

Check out the My LIBRARY button which allows 

you to see what you have out and what's on 

hold.  Also you can òOpt Inó to keep track of 

your reading history.   

J U S T  D E S S E R T S  

W h a t ô s  N e w  

C o u n t y w i d e  
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Fall of 2009, the library annual fundraiser celebrated the best part of dinnerñDESSERT.  Area restaurants and business specialties 

were highlighted.  Patrons got the opportunity to sample such tasty treats as baklava, chocolate covered pretzels, cakes, and 

donuts.  The Beaver Falls Coffee and Tea House was on hand to provide a coffee bar, where you could get a latte or expresso.  The 

event also had the entertainment of the local comedy talents of the Cellar Dwellers.  There were a bevy of baskets for the silent auc-

tion.    We thank the area businesses for sharing their specialties: Alice Annõs Sweets and Catering, Anderson Candies, Athens Res-

taurant, Beaver Falls Coffee and Tea Company, Eat Nõ Park, Fairy Godmotherõs Catering, Giles Town and Country, Holiday Inn, J & D 

Restaurant, Oramõs Donuts, Panera Bread, Vocelliõs Pizza, Wal-Mart-Chippewa, Calcutta Brusterõs Real Ice Cream. Also, a special 

thank you to the Key Club members of Big Beaver Falls and Blackhawk High Schools.   

LIBRARY STATISTICS 
    2008                  2009  
 
    58759   Materials Circulated            61323     up 5% 
 
    9916     Internet Users                      10039     up 2% 
 
     152      Programs for adults         219       
  & children                   
                In house and outreach  
 
    2952    Attendance by children        4376    up 13% 
                and adults.  In house and  
                 outreach    
 
                Items in the collection           45799   
    
 Patrons with library cards        4238 
 
 Average monthly new patron   100 
 card Signup 

DRIVER SAFETY EDUCATION 
For those who are 55 and older, save 5%  on car 
insurance by taking this class.  The day long class 
will provide information about driving habits as 
we age.        
 CLASS DATES:  June 5th  
                           August 7th.    
 CLASS TIMES:  10:30am to 3:30pm.   
 TO REGISTER:   
    Call 1-800-559-4880  or  
     Online at  www.SFSD-PA.COM.   
 COST:  $15 per person. 

Have a question at 
2:00am?  Need a Li-
brarian’s Help?  Check 
out ASKHERE PA.  Go 
to Beaverlibraries.org 
and click on the link. 

 
CAR CRUISEñJune 12th  
    Look for the òWalking Tacoó Stand. The 
library will be selling these tasty treats dur-
ing the annual car cruise.  Cruise on by and 
walk away with a yummy taco delight.   



In the Childrenõs Room 

https://host8.evanced.info/beaverfalls/sr/homepage.asp
https://host8.evanced.info/beaverfalls/sr/homepage.asp


CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
June 10th 1:00pm 
Fishing Tournament  ñ ALL AGES  
   Where fish will be created not caught 
 
June 21st    1pm 
Summer Snow Celebration ñ AGES 8 to 12 
 And you thought it all melted 
 
July 10th     1:30pm 
Pirate Party ñAGESñTEEN 
  Arrrrr thar be some skullduggery afoot 
 
Water PartyñTBA 
   Making a splash for reading this summer 
 
FOR GRADES 3RD TO 9TH 
  Battle of the Books 
  6:30pm Chippewa Branch 
  June 17th Mock Battle 
  July 1st, 8th, 15th & 22 Battles 
   
  Battle of the Books Final Battle 
  July 29th at Chippewa  
  Intralibrary battle against Team Beaver and     
      Team Aliquippa/Ambridge 
 
FOR 3 TO 6 YEAR OLDS 
   Story Hour  
   Wednesdays at 10:30am 
   June 16th, 23rd 30th, July 7th, 14th 

ADULT BOOK BINGO  
Adults can join in the summer reading fun with Adult 
Book Bingo.  Sign up at the Circulation Desk, Get a 
Bingo card and Read.  Great excuse to let the lawn grow 
and Water Your Mind.  Each BINGO will get you a 
prize.  Do a coverall and enter into the drawing for a bas-
ket of Goodies.  Last year we had lots of fun and every-
one enjoyed reading new genres and exploring new for-
mats for their entertainment 

LIBRARY NITE @PNC PARK 
Tues July 20th        Tickets $8 

Children 5 to 8 can win a chance 
to deliver the line up card or 
change a base.  Ticket Order 
Forms are available at the Circu-
lation Desk.   

BIG THANK YOU to PARKVALE BANK in Beaver Falls. 
They asked area business for a donation to a raffle bas-
ket.  The funds raised from the basket will go towards 
the summer reading program.  We are especially grate-
ful to Chris Belkowski and Alisha Crose for their support 
and creativity.   



Stuff for Baskets  
Spring Cleaning???  We are looking for items to use in the 
baskets that we have throughout the year for fundraising.  
If you have items that are re-giftable (new or gently used) 
consider donating to the library.  Sports stuff, tools, house-
hold knick knacks, kitchen stuff.  For more information 
contact Jean 724.846.4340 

Leave a Legacy  
Be part of the rich Beaver Falls history.  Consider making 
the Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls a part of your will.  
It will be a lasting tribute to you and continue to invest in 
your community.  Talk with your lawyer, accountant or   
financial planner regarding a gift to the library. 

More Than Memorials  
Memorializing someone with a book in the library is a fabulous way to remember a loved one.  Did you know that 
we also do honor books?  Birthdays, Excellent Grades, Anniversary, Birth, Weddingéwhatever the occasion, a book 
in the library is a great opportunity to share your love of the library with your loved ones. 

1301 Seventh Avenue 

Phone: 724.846.4340 

Fax: 724.846.0370 

E-mail: jabarsotti@beavercountypa.gov 

The mission statement of the Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls is 
to maintain and improve the quality of life for the citizens of our com-
munity by providing resources that contribute to an individualôs per-
sonal, educational and professional needs.  The Carnegie Free Li-
brary avails its facility for local individuals, organizations and agen-
cies to do community work. 

C A R N E G I E  F R E E  

L I B R A R Y  O F  

B E A V E R  F A L L S  

MAKING ONLINE DONATIONS  
TO THE LIBRARY 

 
The library has signed up with the organization  
JUSTGIVE.ORG, the destination for online giv-
ing.  It’s a convenient way to check out organi-
zations that you are interested in supporting 
and making contributions.  It can be used for 
an annual donation, even for wedding or birth-
day donations, Online giving will generate 
automatic tax receipts and has a reoccurring 
billing feature.  The library will receive 97 cents 
out of every  dollar donated. 
  Go to:  JUSTGIVE.ORG 
  Search for us by name:  CARNEGIE FREE  
 LIBRARY OF BEAVER FALLS 
  
Check out our link on the library’s Facebook page—
Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls 
 
 

Search for Answers and 
 Support the Library 

 
The search engine Goodsearch.com allows 
you to search for the information you are 
looking for and support the library.  One 
penny goes to the library for every search 
you do.  You can even add the toolbar to 
your home page for convenience.  Go to 
Goodsearch.com, add us to the charity line 
and search away.  Make every search 
count. 
Use GOODSHOP to find coupons and dis-
counts at more than 1,000 stores.  Up to 
30% of every purchase will also go towards 
your favorite library.   


