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What is a graphic novel?  Is it a comic book?  These are common questions about the fairly new book format.  A 

graphic novel is a heavily illustrated book with less text per page than most books.  It is important to remember 

that graphic novels are a format, not a genre.  They are designed for all reading levels and ages; some are for 

young readers, while others are meant for adults with more adult subject matter.  They might initially look like a 

longer, comic book, but there are some differences.  First off, graphic novels do not have advertisements inside.  

Second, they cost more than a comic book, due to length and quality of the binding.  Some graphic novels can be 

hardcover, but if they are softcover, they will still be more durable than a standard comic book.  Comic books can 

be bought at grocery stores and convenience stores while graphic novels are found where regular books are sold.  

Finally, comic books usually pick up where a previous issue left off, while a graphic novel may have an entire 

story.                         

Like comic books, graphic novels are great for “reluctant readers”.  

Reluctant readers are people who do not usually enjoy reading, or 

people who are not strong readers.  Reluctant readers may prefer 

graphic novels because their text is less intimidating and the illus-

trations  help them to visualize what they are reading.  Graphic nov-

els can also make reading more fun for new readers.   

Many TV shows and movies are based on graphic novels.  Just a 

couple are V for Vendetta, Hellboy, Persepolis, Sin City, and 

Watchmen. Popular superheroes are moving from comics to graphic 

novels so they can cover more story and have higher quality art 

work.  Some traditional fiction authors are also dabbling in graphic 

novels.  Our library has some that are by Stephen King and Dean 

Koontz.   

   Our children’s graphic novels currently have their own shelf in the  

Children’s Room.  The teen graphic novels are on the short shelf in the Teen Room .  Adult 

graphic novels are mixed in the adult fiction.   

 

 

 

The 2005 movie V For 

Vendetta  was based off 

a graphic novel made in 

the 1980s.   

 

Our library has some 

graphic novels written by 

Stephen King!  Here is 

one available. 

Stay connected with the library and get all the latest happenings 
Facebook:  facebook.com/BFLibrary        

Twitter:  @CarnegieBeFa       
Website: www.beaverlibraries.org/beaverfalls.asp 

NEW Instagram:  carnegiebeaverfalls 



THERAPY READING DOG 
Therapy dogs in libraries have become a popular program recently 

across the nation.  Children find comfort in reading to a dog.  It helps 

improve reading skills and confidence.  On March 31st, we invited 

Tucker the therapy dog to our library.   

His mission: to let young readers read  

their favorite stories to him.  Children  

registered in advance and picked  

a 10 minute time slot with the pooch.  

 It was such a success that we will had him join us again on April 

14th.   For upcoming reading sessions, contact the library! 
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DATABASE SPOTLIGHT: LEARNING EXPRESS 
Learning Express is a free database that can help you brush up on your skills or learn  something new.  Anyone can 

access the database (with a library card) via Beaverlibraries.org.  Children in elementary school through high 

school  can practice a variety of subjects with eBooks, exercises, and interactive lessons on the site.  For older stu-

dents,  there is college preparation and college practice resources.   
 

The best GED resources our library offers is actually in Learning Express:  An “Are You Ready?” section helps 

you decide if you are prepared to take the GED.  If you are not, there are practice resources for test preparation.   
 

For adults who need help with a specific software, browse the Computer and Internet Basics section.  Tutorials of-

fered include Adobe, Coral, and Microsoft programs.  If you are job searching, go to Job & Career Accelerator for 

information.  Under Career Center, you will find practice tests for professional exams.  Some of the professions 

included are air traffic controller, electrical, nursing, teaching, and military.   
   

MINI BOOK SALE 

 
Our annual book sale is not going 

on right now (it will run Septem-

ber-February), but we have a mini 

book sale in the meantime!  Find it 

on the top of the basement steps. 

All items are $1 each. 

DOWNLOAD  

MAGAZINES ONLINE FOR FREE 

USING YOUR CARD 
A new database we recently introduced to 

our patrons is Zinio– a collection of free 

digital magazines you can view on your 

computer or other electronic devices.  This 

can be found under “Resources” on 

www.beaverlibraries.org.   

 

You can also download their free app on 

your phone or tablet.  Many magazines that 

we don’t offer in our library can be found on 

this site.  To find a magazine, you can 

browse by genre or search by title.   

 

BEER &  WING NIGHT  

FUNDRAISER 
Mark your calendars and get ready for UNLIMITED wings, 

beers, soda, and sides.  We had so much fun last year that we are 

doing it again Thursday, August 21st at Robert’ s Roadside Inn, 

located in Beaver.     

NEW: INSTAGRAM 

We are now on Instragram!  Instagram is a website where you share enhanced, filtered photos with friends.   

Find us at “CarnegieBeaverFalls”. 

Crochet for Beginners 

2nd and 4th Mondays of the Month  
@ 4pm in the library  

      May 5 &12    June 9 & 23    July 14 & 28 
      Aug 11 &25   Sept 8 & 22    Oct 12 & 27 

For info or if you have questions contact  
Joanie at joaniebob@yahoo.com  

All levels welcome, share your knowledge 
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READING CIRCLE BOOK CLUB 
Our reading club meets on the last Wednesday of 
every month at 10:30AM.  Registration is required.  
Participants have a whole month to read the se-
lected material.  Some past books used include the 
following: 

“Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker” by Jennifer Chia-
verni 

“Burgess Boys” by Elizabeth Strout 

“Gone Girl” by Gillian Flynn 

“The Shoemaker’s Wife” by Adriana Trigiani 

“The Light Between the Oceans” by M.L. Sted-
man 

 

ZENTANGLE 
Ever heard of Zentangle? Well, neither had most of 

most of our patrons! So we decided to do something 

about that. In March,  the Beaver Falls Library held an 

afternoon of Zentangle 101. Participants were able to 

learn about using repetitive patterns in a meditative 

way to create beautiful art. Each piece created is 

unique and therapeutic…maybe you’ve seen some of it 

on display in our foyer! Whether a Zentangle newbie 

or a daily practicer, check out one of our Zentangle 

books to discover what it’s all about! 

GIRL SCOUTS ROCK! 

Girl Scout Troop Junior 10162 collected books from friends and 

family to donate to the library.  Over 150 books, movies and puz-

zles arrived to our library!  We will add what we can to the li-

brary collection.  Whatever doesn’t “fit” will be put in our annual 

book sale in the fall.   

STAFF BOOK REVIEWS ONLINE 
Have you seen the Beaver County Library System book reviews 
in the Beaver County Times?   If you do not have a subscription 
to the Times you can still get free online access to them.  This 
can be done two ways: 
1. Go to our Facebook page and find links to the reviews on 

our wall.  
2. Go to www.beaverlibraries.org > Resources > Staff Book 

Reviews 
 

Books reviewed are new fiction and non-fiction titles.  

Haley Kaszer, Bianca Duke, Marisa Aronhalt, 

Maelyn Isenberg, Jayla Coachman 

DRIVER SAFETY EDUCATION 
A driver improvement program for those 

who are 55 and older.  Pennsylvania Insur-

ance Laws require at least a 5% discount on 

your automobile insurance premium upon 

course completion.  Class tuition is due prior 

to class time. 
 

CLASS DATES:  Sept 13th 

                               Oct 18th                        
 

CLASS TIME: 10:30am to 3:30pm     
 

TO REGISTER:   

    Call:      1-800-559-4880  or      

   Online:   www.SFSD-PA.COM   
 

Now you can take the class online.   
Go to the website for more information 

   FREE YOGA CLASS 
 

We will be having a free one-time yoga class at 

our library on May 31st, 3PM-5PM.  To register 

call 724-846-4340.  Dress accordingly and bring 

your yoga mat if you already one.  We are inter-

ested in adding this as a new program for you and 

plan to add additional classes 
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  “FORE” A GOOD TIME 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
The 3rd Annual Library Golf Outing will be happening at the Blackhawk Golf Course on June 7th at 2pm.  This 

year we are honoring Businessman and Beaver Falls community support Foster McCarl founder of 

McCarl’s Plumbing and Heating.  His company, situated in the city of Beaver Falls, employed countless resi-

dents of the community and became synonymous with superior service throughout the tri-state area.  Foster 

McCarl was tireless in his service to his community.  He was an active member of his church, the Chippewa 

United Methodist Church, was a member and president of the Beaver Falls Chamber of Commerce, and served 

on the Blackhawk School District Board of Directors for over twenty years. 

 

Whether you’re a pro or novice, plan to spend the day with the library on June 7th at the Blackhawk Golf 

Course.  Registration begins at noon with a shotgun start at 2pm.  $75 for individual golfers or $300 for a four-

some.  We provide a yummy lunch, refreshments on the course and a sumptuous dinner.  There will be raffles 

50/50, prizes and skills contests. 

To Register:  In Person:  Stop in the library to register 

         Online at:  www.themagicalcoach.org   click on the link 
 

For more information:  Dennis Rousseau at 724.683.2958 or 

              Jean Barsotti at the library 724.846.4340 or jabarsottil@beaverlibraries.org 

 

See you on the greens! 

NEW PROGRAM:  

1,000 BOOKS BEFORE KINDERGARTEN 
This is the first year for this county-wide program.  By reading to your child, you can help your child learn six 

early literacy skills:  vocabulary, print motivation, print awareness, letter knowledge, phonological awareness, 

and narrative skills.  1,000 books might sound like a lot, but it will be easier than you think if you start early and 

set small goals!  If you read 8 books a day, that is 56 books a week or 224 per month.  The program is self-paced 

and lets you decide how often and how long you read to your child.   

 

At our library, we have a reading chart display in the children’s room.  As your child reaches each milestone, his 

or her name moves up the chart.  You can see how many children are participating and how well they are doing.   

 

How It Works: 

Read books to your child and record each title on the reading sheet.  Books may be read more than once and 

recorded multiple times.  Books read at library story times, day care centers, preschools, or by others may 

also be counted.   

E-books count too!  You can experience them from our website.  Under “Resources”, click “Tumblebooks” 

or go to the POWER Library and click on “Bookflix”.   

Return completed reading sheet to receive a sticker and your next reading sheet or print sheets on our website 

at beaverlibraries.org through our “Kids Page”. 

When you have finished 1,000 books, you will receive a certificate and a gift.   

http://www.themagicalcoach.org
mailto:jabarsottil@beaverlibraries.org


READING CLUBS 
Summer Reading Program 

 

 

 
READ TO ME   For Preschoolers 
 
INDEPENDENT READER   Grades 1st –6th 
 
TEEN READERS   Ages 12 and up 
 
 

ONGOING PROGRAMS 
 
1000 BOOKS BEFORE KINDERGARTEN 
 Parents read to pre-kindergarten children (self-

paced program) 
    

 

Summer Story Hours  

Ages 3 to 6 

Wed @ 10:30am 

June 25th-July 23rd 

 

Dino Detectives 

When: June 14th 

Time: 11AM-noon 

Travel back in time to a world 

ruled by massive plant eaters and 

vicious carnivores.  In collabora-

tion with Carnegie Museum of 

Natural History. Registration is 

required.   

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring Ancient Egypt Sum-

mer Reading Wrap-Up Party 

When: August 16th 

Time:11AM-noon 

Unearth the wonders of ancient 

Egypt by linking its art, architec-

ture, writing, and mummies with 

the unique desert landscape 

along the Nile. 

In collaboration with Carnegie 

Museum of Natural History. 

Registration is required.   

FAMILY FUN ACTIVIES— 
 

PJ Story Hour– Wednesday, July 30th at 

10:3oAM.  Ages 3-8 years.  Registration is re-

quired. 

 

Legos Club-  Coming this summer!  No 

registration required. 
 

Family Game Days —We provide the board 

games, you come play!  Every 2nd Saturday of 

the month. 
 

2014 Summer Programming!! 

For all ages! 

BOOK WRITING CONTEST! 
A program in May for students going into 

grades 6-12.  The winners will get their book 

published by the library.  See the other side of 

this page for more details.  



Create a Children’s Picture Book Contest 
RULES 

 

All picture book submissions must be received by Saturday, July 12, 2014 

 

Submissions must include a completed entry form 

 

Each entry form may include up to four contributors.  The picture book will be judged in the category of the contributor in 

the highest grade level 

 

One winner will be chosen from each of the three categories:  Entering 6th-7th grade, entering 8th-9th grade, and       

entering 10th-12th grade. 

 

Each submitted picture book must include 14-20 single sided pages of original artwork and accompanying text.  Text 

should not exceed 1,000 words.  A one-page cover with the title of your submission, names of contributors and relevant 

artwork should also be submitted. 

 

Do not use trademarked or licensed characters or products (Mickey Mouse, Star Wars, Coca Cola, McDonalds, etc) 

 

Illustrations can be created using a variety of media including ink, crayon, paint and/or original, self created computer 

graphics.  The artwork must be two-dimensional as it will need to be scanned during the publishing process. 

 

All text and artwork must be the original creation of the submitter(s). 

   

    The following format requirements must be followed for acceptance into the contest: 

 Submitted pages should be publication-ready.  The pages will be scanned for publication exactly as  

 they are received. 

 

 All pages must be submitted on 9”X12” paper or smaller.  It is recommended that you use art quality  

 or construction paper.  All submitted pages must be the same size. 

 

 Artwork must be two-dimensional as it will need to go through a scanner during the publishing process. 

 

 Before submitting, make sure the pages of your book are in proper order.  Lightly number the  

 back of each page. 

 

 Do not staple, laminate or bind your book.  All pages must be loose and easy to separate. 

 

  Judging: 

 All picture books will be reviewed by a panel of impartial judges 

 

 Picture books will be judged on originality , overall appeal to children, and quality and compatibility  

 of text and artwork 

Please direct any specific questions regarding the contest to jcribbs@beaverlibraries.org 


