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“My mother and my father were illiterate immigrants from Russia. When I was a child they were constantly amazed that I could go to a build-
ing and take a book on any subject. They couldn’t believe this access to knowledge we have here in America.”— Kirk Douglas 

 

 Demonstrated by the numbers in the adjoining boxes, the access to knowledge Kirk Douglas described is         
unbelievable, but it’s not inexpensive.   Last year’s circulation activity provided over $1.6 million in resources:  a cost of 
about $93.00 per person served.  These figures do not include the costs 
to provide programs, outreach services, and the personal touch provided 
by our friendly, helpful, and knowledgeable staff and volunteers.  The 
value of the resources and services provided through the Carnegie Free 
Library of Beaver Falls is absolutely priceless because of the positive   
impact made on each individual we meet and serve.  In fact, dollar for    
dollar, the Library may be  the best value in our town. 
 

 Making a positive impact is never more apparent than when 
someone comes to the Library for help with something simple like creat-
ing an email address or finding a resource on the internet.  Not only do 
we provide help and find solutions for each visitor, more importantly,  
we teach them so they can become more confident, knowledgeable, and 
ultimately more independent. 
 

 Besides book circulation, our busiest collection is our DVDs.      
We have heard many times how much our DVD collection is valued     
because “There’s nothing on TV”; “I can’t afford cable or satellite”, or, 
“It’s just too expensive to go to the movies”.  With our checkout volume 
at about 235 DVDs per week, it’s important that our collection constantly 
expand so that it remains fresh.  This way  we will continue to provide 
not only relevant choices, but DVDs  that are popular for the children, 
teens, and adults that we serve.  
 

 We continue to provide free programs like “Story Time” and 
“Day of the Dead Celebration”.  These programs enrich and/or entertain 
young minds that we trust will grow into civic-minded, community-
oriented library patrons and supporters like those of you reading our 
newsletter. 
 

 As you can well imagine, funding for the resources the Library provides is always our biggest challenge.              
As 2013 comes to an end, we ask that you consider how you might support the Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls.  
Know that your financial support is welcomed and always needed so that we can continue to provide the region with 
materials and resources that promote and encourage life-long learning.  Every generously donated dollar is deeply     
appreciated and is always used to the maximum benefit of the Library.  Please use the enclosed envelope when mailing 
your tax-deductible gift.  Thank you in advance for your valued financial support. 
 

From our family to you and yours:   “We wish you a joyous holiday season.” 
 

The Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls Staff and Board of Trustees 

In 2012 you borrowed: 
43,617 books:   
     avg book cost $27      $1.177,659.00 
 
1,642 books on Tape/CD:   
       avg cost $35        $     57,470.00 
 
12,263 DVD/Videos:   
      avg cost $24       $   294,312.00 
 
 5,244 newspapers/ magazines:   
       avg cost $4       $   20,976.00 
 
135 Interlibrary loans 
       statewide @ $30 each      $      8,100.00 
       (avg cost for staff time,  
       search, computer connect  
       costs, postage)  
   
8,842 Public Computer Access      $     79,578.00 
        (20 cents a minute avg  
        use 45 min per person) 

 
GRAND TOTAL  

 $1,638,095.00* 
 

*Not included in this value are E-books and E-Audios 

which are 3 times higher in cost to purchase and the 

variety of  Databases made available through funding 

from the County Library System, District Center and 

Commonwealth Libraries, that are accessible through 

our webpage. 

Take a look inside to learn more about some of the programs and services that are available to you! 
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BEAVER COUNTY YOUTH ENTREPERENEURSHIP COLLABORATION 
    This year round business incubator will help students develop 21st century job skills 

    including basic business operations, leadership and innovation, problem solving, 

    communication skills, and financial management and literacy.  The Entrepreneurial 

    program has been running successfully in Aliquippa and is now expanded into two 

    other areas, Beaver Falls and Ambridge.   “Two more sites will be announced in the 

    spring”, commented Sandra Curry, Programming Director.  “We  felt it would be 

    better to bring the program to the students in their community and we are excited to 

be working with the Beaver Falls Library.”  The Collaborative includes Entrepreneuring Youth, The Franklin Center of 

Beaver County, and CCBC.  The mission of the group is to provide entrepreneurial education and support for a business 

enterprise of a student’s own creation.   
 

The Collaborative helps students nurture and grow a business through one-on-one guidance.  Additionally, tours are   

conducted of area businesses for the youth to learn about business success.  The collaborative has taken students to    

competitions where students showcase their business ideas and talents.  These competitions usually award cash prizes to 

help grow their businesses.   

 

“This is a great opportunity for us and adding this type of experience for teens is innovative,” said Library Director Jean 

Barsotti.  “It’s an opportunity to provide programming that builds teen success.”  The students meet after school on 

Mondays from 4pm to 6pm upstairs.  The program is running from October to May.  Applications are still being ac-

cepted and are available at the library’s circulation desk.  For more information, check out The Franklin Center’s website 

at www.franklincenter.org/education-programs/entrepreneurship/ and on Facebook at:  www.facebook.com/BFLibrary, 

www.facebook.com/pages/Beaver-County-Youth-Entrepreneurship-Collaborative 

 
 

Keep up with the latest arrivals at the library  with  
New Book Alerts.  New Book Alerts is a free online 
service that showcases the newest titles purchased 
by your local library. You can elect to receive alerts 
via email and/or RSS feeds. If you see a new title 
that you are interested in, just click "check catalog" to 
place a hold on the item right away.  

Check Out What’s New  

On The Website   

— E-MAGAZINES  — 

 
Now you can read a magazine on 
your phone, computer, iPad or 
smart phone.  Since being made 
available in August, the Library now 
has access to 18 popular magazines:  American Craft, 
ESPN, The Family Handyman, Forbes, Gluten Free Living, 
Hotrod, Kiplinger’s, Motor Cycle, Popular Photography, 
Popular Science, Redbook, Rolling Stone, Ser Padres, 
Taste of Home, Healthy Soups and Stews, US Magazine, 
Working Mother, and Yoga.  These are downloadable for 
you to read at your leisure.   Best of all you don’t have to 
return them and there is No Due Date. Check it out at:   

www.beaverlibraries.org , under the Resources tab. 

RESEARCH CENTER MOVES 

As you may have been reading in the newspaper, the Beaver 

County Genealogical and Local History Center had been plan-

ning to move to the old 911 building in Beaver.  In mid-June, the 

move became a reality.  The inception of the local history center 

was a cooperative effort between the Library and the Beaver 

County Commissioners some 50 years ago.  Today they have 

grown, made parts of the collection searchable electronically and 

continue to improve access to genealogy and local history.   

  

The Carnegie Free Library allowed them to “borrow” a collec-

tion of materials which has remained at the library.  The library 

is planning to make them available to the public in the future.  

Additional resources, personnel and keeping the collection safe 

are some of the issues that need to be addressed before we can 

provide access to the collection again.  We thank you for your 

patience.   

 

In the meantime, the “Research Center” is open 10am -4pm 

Mondays-Thursdays and 10am-3pm Saturdays.  Address:  250 

East End Avenue, Beaver Pa.  724.775.1775.  

Email:  beavercountyresearch@yahoo.com 

 
 
The Value of Materials Checked out at the Library 

Here is an average cost of one visit for a family  
  with 3 children toddlers to pre-teen in one visit  

  

 10 children’s books $270 
 4 Dvds    $96 
 3 Adult books  $81      
  TOTAL  $447 



Did you notice there were new signs popping up in your 

neighborhood and around Beaver County?  The librar-

ies in  Beaver County celebrated the children who par-

ticipated in the “Dig Into Reading” annual Summer 

Reading Program.  The Summer Reading program ran 

from mid June to the first week in August and included 

the Battle of the Books, 

Independent Reading 

Clubs and special weekly 

programs.  Countywide, 

over 250 children com-

pleted the program and 

read an estimated 5,000 

plus books.  Library 

Champions signs were 

given to these children to 

post in their yards.  It lets 

friends and neighbors 

know how much they like 

reading and keeping their mind exercised during the 

summer.  Curious to find out who all these readers are?  

The photos are posted on the individual libraries' Face 

Book pages.  Links are available on the county website 

at www.beaverlibraries.org. 
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To encourage parents in reading and to pave the way for their children’s 
success in school and adult life, the Beaver County Library System is 

launching a grand new challenge to local parents this December: The 1000 
Books Before Kindergarten Program. It reinforces the parents’ role as 
their child’s first and best teachers and creates a network of families and 

children that are committed to literacy and education. “We can’t wait to get 
you started on those first 1000 books,” said Jodi Oliver, director of the Bea-

ver County Library System. “The early literacy program is self-paced and 

lets parents decide how often and how long they read to their child.”  
The 1,000-book goal, intended to encourage life-long differences for 

 children and families, can be surpassed by simply reading three books a 
day—1,095 stories.  The campaign, rooted in a national program of the 

same name, is designed to motivate parents to read at least 1000 books to their child before he or she enters school.  
Many parents and children enjoy using the computer or e-readers to share stories.  Books shared through Tumble-

books or from the libraries’ e-book collection count toward the program.  Tumblebooks, a collection of interactive 

online picture books, and e-books are accessible through the Beaver County Library System’s website.   
The 1000 Books Before Kindergarten Program kicked off on December 2nd.  Families can sign up at any Beaver 

County Library or online at www.beaverlibraries.org.   

Elizabeth Overstreet shows Mommy how 

she can “Roar” 

Ways That Reading Helps Ready Children For School 

Librarians Bernie McKean and 

Debbie Felice are preparing the 

signs . 

Here’s How We Did Day of the Dead  

 

  

  In the United States, we celebrate Halloween  

   on October 31st and All Saints Day on            

   Nov 1st.   It’s a time to celebrate by dressing  

   up and getting candy.   
 

    In Mexico, Oct 31st to Nov 2nd is a national    

    holiday and a time of celebration.               

The holiday focuses on remembering friends 

and family members who have died. This tradition has a pre-

Columbian past. Rituals celebrating the deaths of ancestors had 

been observed by these civilizations perhaps for as long as 

2,500–3,000 years.  Traditions connected with the holiday in-

clude building private altars called oferdas, honoring the de-

ceased using sugar skulls, marigolds, and  favorite foods and 

beverages of the departed and visiting graves with these as gifts.  

 

At the library, teens got a chance to celebrate the Day of the 

Dead, Mexico style, by creating 

their own sugar skulls, enjoying 

games and learning the history 

of the celebration.   It was a 

great way to celebrate the Hal-

loween season and throw in 

some cultural experiences as 

well.   

 

 

Library Champions  

Teens showing off their creativity by 
decorating sugar skull masks. 

http://www.beaverlibraries.org


Stay connected with the library and get all the latest happenings 
Facebook:  facebook.com/BFLibrary       Twitter:  @CarnegieBeFa      www.beaverlibraries.org/beaverfalls.asp 
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2nd Annual Golf Outing 
 

We had another successful year 
with the library golf outing. This 
year, we honored Dr. Irving Ben-

nett who is recognized as a library supporter 
and proponent of Beaver Falls.   
 

76 golfers enjoyed a beautiful day and a great 
round of golf.  Thank you to our  golfers and 
supporters, we could not have done it without 
you.  Over $19,000 was raised for the library.  
 

Whether you’re pro or novice, gather 
up your foursome and plan to spend a 
great day with the library in June 2014 

Rediscover Mythology 
 

The library hosted Carrie Zuberbuhler Kennedy, author of 
the book Panaorama: An Introduction To Classical   
Mythology, at the Dec 6th fundraiser.   Over 111 patrons 
attended the gala event which transformed their library 
into a shimmery Greek “temple” for a few hours and en-
joyed a wine bar, fine music and hundreds of appetizers as part of their 
donation. Kennedy took us on a journey through mythology and shared 
stories of common day  object and words that are born out of mythology.   
In her book, she walks the reader through the stories that have helped to 
construct cultures for thousands of years. Impeccably, she is able to si-
multaneously tell the story of Hermes and why he is memorialized atop 
Grand Central Station or the story of a man standing in a pond and the 
etymology of the word “tantalize.”  

Reminiscing  about Little League Baseball 
 

Summer, small town sports, and 1960s, when sodas were a dime, and 

families lived in close knit neighborhoods is the nostalgic setting for 

The Last Perfect Summer.  Harry Kirkland has been in an institution 

after contracting encephalitis which left him brain damaged.  Now in his 

40s he is confused and slowly fading away.  His friend, Teddy Thresh, 

makes a long overdue visit.  Thresh connects with Harry by reminiscing 

about the summer of 1964, the summer of the All-Star Little League 

Championship.  Author Ed Prence draws upon his experiences as a life-long    

amateur player and his boyhood growing up in a small western-Pennsylvania steel 

town, where baseball was everything. On Nov 30th, over 20 people got the oppor-

tunity to hear Ed reminisce about his childhood and talk about his book.  He did a 

book signing after the program. 

Signed copies are available at the library for $12.99. 

Leave a Legacy 
Be part of the rich Beaver Falls history.        
Consider making the Carnegie Free Library of 
Beaver Falls a part of your will.  It will be a 
lasting tribute to you and a way to continue 
investing in your community.  Talk with your 
lawyer, accountant, or financial planner re-
garding a gift to the library. 

More Than Memorials 
Memorializing someone with a book in the 
library is a fabulous way to remember a loved 
one.  Did you know that we also do honor 
books?  Birthdays, Excellent Grades, Anniver-
sary, Birth, Wedding…whatever the occasion, a 
book in the library is a great opportunity to 
share your love of the library with your loved 
ones. 


