
The Summer Reading Program is not just for children and teens.  We are making it a family affair.   
Parents, grandparents, aunts uncles, everyone is invited to join in the fun.  Here is a quick snapshot of what we are offering.   
For more details and to sign up, please contact the library.   

JUNE 
June 1st   Summer Discovery Begins Children & Adult 
 

June 19th--22nd Write w/ Wende                 Ages 11 to 16       
 

June 8th, 15th, 22th, 29th (Thurs) Block Party    Ages 3 to 5  
 
JULY 
July 6th, 13th, 20th 27th (Thurs) Block Party       Ages 3 to 5  
 

July 10th, 17th, 24th 31st (Mons)   Outdoor Antics    Ages 3 to 8   
 

July 31st to Aug 3rd   Scratch Programming Camp   Ages 8-12  
 

July 31st & Aug 1st   Mini Maker Camp          Ages 3 to 5  
 
AUGUST 
July 31st to Aug 3rd    Scratch Programming Camp   Ages 8-12  
 

 Aug 2nd & 3rd    Mini Maker Camp                  Ages 6 to 8      
 

August 5th      Summer Discovery End 

AUGUST 21st  the “All America” Eclipse 
Monday August 21, 2017, a total eclipse of the Sun will be 
visible in the continental United States for the first time in    
40 years.  The Sun will be completely hidden by the Moon, 
the sky will become dark and the Sun’s faint atmosphere 
(corona) will become visible.  The Eclipse will be visible on a 
narrow track stretching from Oregon to South Carolina, no 
other country will get to see this eclipse hence the nickname 
“All American Eclipse”. 
 

The library is partnering with Beaver County Astronomer’s 
Club who will be sharing information about the eclipse at 
their Star Parties on June 24th and July 29th.  The parties are at 
the Ballfields in Brady’s run.  They meet an hour before sun-
set.  There will be local events at some of the Beaver County 
Libraries.  Check the webpage for more information.  The 
library will be giving away special glasses to look at the 
eclipse.  This is important since looking directly at the eclipse 
can be dangerous to your eyes.   

NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME 
WATCH DAY 

 

Saturday August 5th 6pm to 9pm 
Learn more about your community re-

sources and meet emergency personnel.  
Firetrucks, bomb squad and other emer-
gency vehicles will be on site.  Stop at 
the library booth to get your free 

Solar Eclipse Glasses 

 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU !!! 
Summer Programming was made possible through generous donations from:   

                                                                           
                  Pennsylvania Industry Council,        Beaver Falls McDonalds                   Beaver County Foundation    Beaver Falls Elks Club   

         J.D. Salmon Fund             Lodge 348 

Virtual Visit from Megan McDonald (Judy Moody) 

May 4th, gave us the opportunity simulate the programming ca-
pabilities the Knowledge Exchange Room.  Northland Public Li-
brary hosted Megan McDonald for an exclusive video conferenc-
ing program.  Megan McDonald was born and raised in the Pitts-
burgh Area and she worked at the Northland Library as a teen-
ager. She is the author of the wildly popular Judy 

Moody Series, the Stink books and The Sisters Club trilogy and Winner of the 
Children's Choice Book.  The Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls was one of 
several interactive locations for this video conferencing event.  The library con-
nected with the teleconference through software called Blue Jean and was pro-
jected on a recently donated home theatre sized television.   This gave the 
attendees the opportunity to engage in the live discussion.  Making this type of 
technology available for public use offers an endless bounty of programming 
ideas and opportunities. Sharing information and engaging in conversations just 
got a whole lot more interesting. 

 
Summer 2017 
 
 
 

Since 1903, the Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls (CFLBF) has been a gathering place and educational 
resource center for our community and region.  With the advent of the internet and digital age, libraries      
began to evolve from the silent hallowed halls where the Dewey Decimal System ruled into bustling hubs of 
all types of activity.  Today, now so much more than just books, CFLBF is busy with after school programs, 
maker spaces, and “Scratch” computer programming classes.  Your Library is also home to the Larry Bruno 
Foundation Hall of Achievement, and the Beaver Falls Historic Museum.  Acting as a catalyst for social and 
cultural change for our ever-expanding service area, the Board of Trustees and the CFLBF Staff continue 
implementing the Comprehensive Plan for Vision Transformation through which CFLBF is being          
transformed into a 21st Century Library.  
  

Continued innovation, renovation, and ultimately successful transformation require any organization to have 
a solid financial position to insure on-going sustainability.   By making a financial commitment to what is 
currently happening at your Library, you can become a partnering catalyst for change now that the          
transformation to the 21st Century Library Experience is well under way.  Donating is easier than ever,       
simply return the enclosed card along with your contribution.  You may also go online to 
www.beaverlibraries.org/beaverfalls and click the “Donate Now” tab which takes you to                       
https://npo.justgive.org/.  Once there, using a credit card, you can make a monthly, automatically recurring 
contribution, or one-time gift.  Please know that no matter how you give, or the amount of the gift you      
provide, your financial support is sincerely valued and appreciated.  Your gift allows improvement and      
expansion of technology, development of partnerships in programming, and supports CFLBF’s overall 
health its vision.  Every dollar we receive is critical to the continued success of your Library.  
 

As we continue the implementation of our Comprehensive Plan for Vision Transformation,                      
“WE ARE STILL HERE!” has been adopted as our statement that helps us “Honor the past… Live in the 
present… and Innovate the future…”  The Carnegie Free Library continues to stand as a historic landmark    
on Seventh Avenue — the preservation of the building is critical to the vitality and stability of our            
community and its people.  As CFLBF blends living history with modern technology, an ever- evolving    
and physically restored Beaver Falls Library will be able to continue to serve as a Community Learning 
Center for Knowledge Exchange that offers both traditional and contemporary programs and services,      
attracting an ever broadening spectrum of users and advocates.   With your support, we will expand learning 
opportunities while keeping pace with the new and valuable information resources of the future.   
 

As always, thanks for taking time to learn more about your Library. 
 

Sincerely,  

                                                                         
Ron Main, Board President          Jean Ann Barsotti, MSLS, Director      
 

http://www.beaverlibraries.org/beaverfalls
https://npo.justgive.org/


The 21st Century Library Experience 
The Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls’ (CFLBF’s) Comprehensive Plan for Vision for Transformation is the key to delivering a 21st 
Century Library experience to Beaver County.  Our vision is “To Inspire and Empower Lifelong Learning and Knowledge Exchange.”  
Five Pillars have been designated to encompass full cycle governance, change and growth.  During the past year, the Board of Trustees 
and your Library Staff have been busy implementing the Plan while CFLBF continues to offer quality library services.   
 

Pillar I:  Governance and Administration… In addition to updating the CFLBF 
Bylaws, this Pillar has been actively reviewing and updating policies and pro-
cedures, enhancing the manual for Board Members (current and soon to be) 
and cultivating a roster of active and interested citizens to be part of the 
Board and the library’s transformation. 
 

Pillar II:  Programs and Services…  We invited our community partners to 
join in.  As we reviewed and evaluated CFLBF’s current programs and ser-
vices, their input sparked some new ideas, improved existing offerings, and 
created a lot of possibilities we are now considering as we add new programs 
and services.  The technology team is working on the creation of the CFLBF 
Knowledge Exchange Center (formerly known as the downstairs meeting 
room).  The addition of some new technology made possible an interactive 
teleconference with Megan McDonald, Pittsburgher and Author of the Judy Moody book series.  (Please see article on next page)  
 

Pillar III:  Fiscal Sustainability and Resource Acquisition…  The work of this Pillar is about funding the daily operations of CFLBF as well 
as connecting with potential financial supporters to insure the future and sustainability of your Library.  Working with all the other 
Pillars, a 5-year plan is being developed.  Understanding our financial needs - current as well as future - as we are growing, goals for 
each year for facility maintenance, programs and services will provide a valuable road map to success under the Comprehensive Plan 
for Vision Transformation. 
 

Pillar IV:  Building, Environment & Security… Keeping the facility, clean, safe and accessible is the focus of this Pillar.  Having done a 
great job coordinating the recent elevator repair, their attention is now turned to the building’s other physical needs.    
 

Pillar V:  Communication and Collaboration has been busy expanding and developing the Library’s database, and creating a new 
web page (soon to be launched) to share the ongoing progress of the Comprehensive Plan for Vision Transformation. Additional mar-
keting materials are being created, and CFLBF’s active participation in PA Forward’s Star Program rounds out this Pillar’s agenda.  

Family literacy programs can provide successful educational   
opportunities for parents as well as children.  These programs 
can serve as models for family involvement, showing how       
families can become part of an extended classroom and build on 
the work of the school.  Thankfully, engagement in family pro-
grams does not have to stop because a parent is incarcerated. 
 

The Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls, in partnership with 
the Beaver County Bar Association Charitable Giving Fund and 
TRAILS Ministries are working on an innovative family literacy 
initiative:  Tell Me A Tale: A Prison Based Family Literacy Initia-
tive. Developed by Christine Kroger,   Children’s Librarian at the 
Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls is meant to develop paren-

tal reading and communication skills so they can continue to be involved in the success of their child even while incarcer-
ated.    Participants in this initiative will be instructed as to the importance of reading to their child as well as help them 
strengthen their own reading and literacy skills.  Parents will use story dynamics, such as singing, rhyme and rhythm, and 
narrative skills to impact their child’s reading comprehension as they create a video recording that will be shared their 
child.  The goals are to increase literacy skills for both      parent and child, reduce behavioral problems the children may 
experience during the parent’s incarceration, help maintain the parent/child connection, and thus, when the time comes, 
strengthen and improve family reunification.  

 

                      
     
 

BECOME A CATALYST FOR CHANGE 
Are you inspired to be a part of the Library’s 
Transformation?  Want to become a catalyst for 
change?  Are you willing to share your time     
talents and knowledge?  Great, because we are 
looking for you. Volunteers—community minded, 
civically active are the right ingredients to       
become a catalyst for change and make the 
transformation happen.  To learn more, contact 
Director Jean Barsotti, MSLS or any of our board 
members.  There is always a place for you at the 
library, learner, teacher, facilitator, implementer 
and more.    

 
The Pennsylvania Library Association  

PA Forward Initiative 
 

What is PA Forward | Pennsylvania Libraries and                            
Why is It Important to Pennsylvania? 

 
• PA Forward is a collaborative initiative of the Pennsylvania           

Library Association.  
• It was created because with the right support libraries are  ideally 

positioned to become the community centers of    information, 
technology, and learning, which in turn will   provide educational 
and economic opportunity for everyone.  

• To keep Pennsylvania thriving, we need an educated public that 
has access to information. And libraries are the hub that                   
connects the public to that information.  

 
How Will Pennsylvanians and All Who Use Pennsylvania               

Libraries Benefit from PA Forward? PA Forward will: 
• Make library services available for everyone  
• Strengthen state-supported library services and leverage more 

local and private support  
• Improve resource-sharing and statewide delivery, and make more 

databases available  
• Increase literacy rates which translates to a better trained               

and skilled workforce  
• Improve technology skills to enhance careers and fully                        

participate in a digital society  
• Contribute more effectively to the community, government, and 

society 
 • Become a more powerful partner with healthcare provides, living 

longer more productive lives 
 • Supply economic vitality to the community through                          

innovation, entrepreneurship, and economic development  
 

Where Can People Go For More Information? 
www.paforward.org. PA Forward 

                    

 

BECOMING  
A STAR LIBRARY  

 
Our vision for transformation focuses on building a 
better Beaver Falls to live work and play.  The Pa  
Forward Initiative combined with our comprehensive 
plan is a partnership that supports our vision                     
“To Inspire and Empower Lifelong Learning and 
Knowledge Exchange.  Together, working through five 
key literacies – Basic, Information, Civic & Social, 
Health and Financial – we will assist all residents in 
enhancing their overall quality of life.  

 
The Star Library recognition offers support to libraries 
who participate and incorporate the literacies in their 
programming activities. Those libraries are recognized 
for meeting benchmarks within the bronze, silver and 
gold star levels of the programming.    
 

2015, one of the PA Library Association’s Academy of 
Leadership Studies (or PALS) cohorts conceived the 
Star Library Program and the more the program took 
form, the more they realized the potential for a    
longer-term opportunity. 
 

“The Star Library Program went statewide at the  
beginning of the year,” Christi Buker, PA Library            
Association Executive Director added. “This program 
has truly lit a fire within our libraries as they are find-
ing more ways to connect with their patrons and are 
excited to offer programs they may not have thought 
of offering previously, and connecting with local re-
source partners. These programs help our citizens 
become more informed, suggesting they would likely 
become more involved in their local areas. There is a 
real value here.”  

CARNEGIE FREE LIBRARY OF BEAVER FALLS has received: 

 
Bronze Stars for Financial, Health and Civic/Social Literacies 

 

       
Silver Stars for Basic and Information Literacies 


